
Research Methods Quiz: 

1. In the “respect for persons” principle in the Belmont Report, what does it mean to be an autonomous 

person?  

A. Participants are able to withdraw from a study whenever they choose. 

B. The rewards of the study must be greater than the potential risks. 

C. The burden of the research must not be on the participants. 

D. All of the above. 

 

2. What is the purpose of informed consent? 

A. Participants learn what the research is generally about. 

B. They learn of the risks and benefits. 

C. Participant decides whether they want to participate. 

D. All of the above. 

 

3. Which of the following is/are true? 

A. The rewards of a research project must outweigh the risks. 

B. The principle of beneficence is complied with if there is minimal to no risk for the participant. 

C. It is okay to withhold treatment in a study of sick participants. 

D. Both A and B. 

 

4. Which of the following is true? 

A. Deception is ethical to use in research, as long as it is explained in the debriefing following the 

study. 

B. It is ethical to not give participants informed consent. 

C. It is ethical to use deception and not tell participants in the debriefing. 

D. You must tell participants EVERYTHING about the study, no matter the circumstances, in the 

informed consent. 

 

5. Which of the following is true? 

A. Data falsification is when a researcher changes a study results to support their hypothesis. 

B. Data falsification is when researchers lie to participants about the true nature of the study. 

C. Data fabrication is when a researcher creates data, without running a study, to support their 

hypothesis. 

D. Both A and C. 

 



6. What type of measure is the following? 

“A participant comes into the lab to participate in a study examining the effects of cell phone 

attachment. The researchers take away the participant’s cell phone, and over the next hour ask the 

participant how stressed they are on a scale of 1-10.” 

A. Self-report. 

B. Observational. 

C. Physiological. 

D. None of these are correct. 

 

7. Hair color is what type of variable? Blood alcohol content is what type of variable? 

A. Categorical; Ratio. 

B. Categorical; Interval. 

C. Quantitative; Ratio. 

D. Quantitative; Ordinal. 

 

8. Jane is developing a scale to study attitudes towards Hulu. She recruits 50 participants to take this 

scale, and has them take it a second time a week later. What type of reliability testing is this? 

A. Test-retest. 

B. Interrater. 

C. Internal. 

D. External. 

 

9. Jack and Jill are researchers who are interested in gender differences in cell phone use during class.  

To study this, they observe a 50-minute college class and tally how many times men and women use 

their phones during class. Jack states that 3 men and 4 women use their cell phones during class. Jill 

states that 12 men and 4 women use their cell phones during class. Which of the following statements is 

true? 

A. Jack and Jill had good interrater reliability for observing women, but not men. 

B. Jack and Jill had good interrater reliability for men, but not women. 

C. Jack and Jill overall had good interrater reliability. 

D. Jack and Jill overall had poor interrater reliability. 

 

 

 

 



10. What type of reliability are we using when we examine whether a participant answered consistently 

across a series of questions? 

A. Internal. 

B. Interrater. 

C. Test-retest. 

D. None of these are correct. 

 

11. Which of the following is an example of criterion validity? 

A. A measure of exercise frequency is strongly correlated with physical fitness level. 

B. A measure of intelligence is strongly correlated with coffee preference. 

C. A measure of patriotism is strongly correlated with ice cream preference. 

D. A measure of depression is strongly correlated with attitudes towards sports. 

 

12. Brian is a health psychologist who wants to create a new measure of stress. He creates his new scale, 

and examines its relationship with other measures of stress. Which type of validity is this? 

A. Convergent. 

B. Discriminant. 

C. Criterion. 

D. Face. 

 

13. Which of the following statements is true? 

A. In order for a measure to be valid, it must also be reliable. 

B. In order for a measure to be valid, it does not also have to be reliable. 

C. In order for a measure to be reliable, it must also be valid. 

D. None of these are correct. 

 

14. What are two ways to rest reliability? 

A. Scatterplots and correlations. 

B. Scatterplots and the Belmont Report. 

C. Correlations and the Belmont Report. 

D. Correlations and association claims. 

 

 

 

 



15. What is the take home message of animal rights in research? 

A. Animals must be treated well (regular meals, quality living situations, etc.), researchers must use 

animals in research only when necessary, and researchers must balance the ethics of animal 

welfare and of the research. 

B. Animals have no rights, they aren’t humans. 

C. Even when the research can be easily done in humans, it is ethical to continue to use animals for 

research. 

D. Researchers should spend their money on more important things (new computers, new office 

desk) rather than ensuring good living for the animals being used in research. 


